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PROGRAM HISTORY

Campus Cleanup was created as an effort to involve college students in cleaning up their campuses and surrounding communities so they could see firsthand the negative effects of litter. 

In its first two years, the program functioned as a cleanup challenge among Texas colleges and universities. Approximately 20 schools participated each year and picked up a significant amount of trash.

Research shows that Texans ages 16-24 years old are still the most likely to litter. In 2010, Campus Cleanup is available to any student (elementary, middle, high, 2-year college, technical college or 4-year college) interested in coordinating a cleanup event. 

Don’t Mess with Texas will continue to provide students with an online Campus Cleanup Tool Kit and foster campus relationships until our state is litter-free.

2010 Campus Cleanup Participant Responsibilities

What will your school do? Your school will organize and execute a cleanup event to fit your unique needs. Don’t Mess with Texas provides participating schools with planning materials and promotional elements. 
Planning and Executing: Each school plans all the logistical details for its cleanup.

Date: Your cleanup may take place whenever you like during the month of April. We encourage schools to schedule their events on April 10, 2010 to coordinate with the statewide “Trash-Off” events. The downloadable Campus Cleanup posters provided at www.DontMessWithTexas.org have a write-in area for the specific date of your Campus Cleanup.
Cleanup Location: Your school decides which areas to clean. Cleanups may be held on campus or off campus. The posters also have a write-in area to list locations where volunteers meet to collect trash bags, provide cleanup instructions and list any giveaway items you choose to create. 

Trash Bags: Your school is responsible for supplying large, sturdy trash bags for use during the cleanup. You must also make the necessary arrangements to properly dispose of trash bags once the cleanup is complete. If you are cleaning an area on campus, check with a school administrator as to how to dispose of your trash. If you are cleaning a public area, check with your local city waste management division.

Volunteer Recruitment: Your school is responsible for recruiting volunteers for its event through pre-event publicity and outreach to school organizations. The posters are designed to help recruit volunteers and serve as a reminder of the event.

Cleanup Results and Photos: Please also note TxDOT would like an accurate record of Campus Cleanup results. Please fill out and return the attached reporting form. We would also love to have any photos or newspaper articles you can collect. 

Event-Planning Tips

Event Location 

Your ultimate goal is to ensure your litter prevention efforts are visible to as many students as possible. You want all students, especially those not participating in the event, to recognize your hard work so they will re-think their littering behavior. Choose areas with both a considerable level of student traffic and an accumulation of litter. Here are some ideas to help your group find the perfect event location for your school, along with some tactics to make a strong statement against litter. 

· Sporting Events: If your school has a sporting event (official or intramural) on the date you have chosen, your group could clean the area around the stadium/field. Ask event organizers to make announcements about the cleanup during the game. 

· Neighborhoods/Dorms/Apartments/Greek Houses: Clean your neighborhoods, either on- or off-campus. Post fliers on each dwelling’s door informing residents their neighborhood was cleaned by Don’t Mess with Texas Campus Cleanup volunteers and thanking them for not messing with Texas in the future. Make sure fliers are posted securely so they do not become litter themselves. One tactic is to place the flier in a litterbag or trash bag and hang it on the doorknob.

· Roadsides: Choose popular streets that are safe with wide sidewalks or pedestrian lanes. Check with your city government to ensure you can hold a cleanup on the selected streets. (As indicated on the Safety Tips page, only TxDOT contractors and Adopt-a-Highway groups may clean Texas highways.) Have some volunteers carry signs informing passersby of the Don’t Mess with Texas Campus Cleanup and encouraging them to “honk if you don’t litter.”

· Campus Hot Spots: If your school’s campus has significant student activity on weekends, you may want to clean a high-traffic area on or around campus grounds, like the student union, libraries or food service areas.

· Parks/Common Areas: Clean a popular recreational area, such as a neighborhood park, jogging trail or creek.

The more creative, the BETTER!

Your school is not limited to hosting a cleanup. We encourage you to tackle your litter problem with creative solutions like these:

· Visit large classrooms and pick up trash left by other students. You could even leave a litter-prevention message on the chalkboard with the Don’t Mess with Texas Web site URL.

· Ask participants equipped with trash bags to gather in a main parking lot and ask drivers as they come and go to throw the trash in their cars into your bags. This ensures the trash in their cars will definitely not become future litter. You could also hand out litterbags and bumper stickers to participating drivers. Help Don’t Mess with Texas put a litterbag in every car.

· Set up a table or booth on campus promoting the event and litter prevention. Hand out stickers and litterbags.

· Coordinate a cleanup competition with a rival school.

Volunteer Recruitment tips
· Plan early to avoid last-minute logistical issues.

· Appeal to potential volunteers by emphasizing that Campus Cleanup is affiliated with Don’t Mess with Texas and participation may be listed on a résumé under volunteer activities. 

· Identify existing organizations interested in environmental issues, campus pride or with a community service requirement for its members and contact each organization’s president. Send an e-mail offering to speak at a group meeting. 

· Contact your school’s chapter of the Panhellenic Council (governing body for sororities) and Interfraternity Council (governing body for fraternities) to encourage participation (if applicable).

· Contact your school’s volunteer center (if applicable) and provide details about the opportunity to participate.  

· Send a call for volunteers to your campus newspapers, radio and TV stations.

· Publicize your need for volunteers in common areas around campus (kiosks or bulletin boards) or set up a recruitment table in a high-traffic area or activity fair.

· If you recruit media, let volunteers know media coverage is likely, providing an opportunity for positive exposure for their organizations and your school.

· Ask professors of relevant subjects (communications, biology, environmental science) for permission to display posters in their classrooms and/or outside their offices.

· Distribute e-mails to interested students, groups and faculty with event information.

· Ask professors/teachers to award extra credit to their students who participate.

Here are some ideas to enliven your event and guarantee your volunteers have a great time:
· Stage a competition among different school organizations. 

· Ask a local restaurant to donate food to feed your volunteers.

· Invite a local band to entertain the volunteers.

· Raise money for a local charity by asking for pledges for every bag of litter collected.

· Plan an assembly or pep rally to recognize students who collected the most litter.

Survey Card Distribution
The survey card on the following page is an important tool for delivering a litter prevention message to students and getting their feedback so we can continue to effectively educate college-age Texans about this issue. Please note that students do not have to participate in the Campus Cleanup to complete a survey card. 

Please return all completed survey cards to EnviroMedia at 1717 West 6th Street, Suite 400, Austin, TX 78703. Envelopes containing survey cards must be postmarked by Monday, May 4, 2010.

Ideas for Distribution

· Ask all volunteers and/or members of participating organizations to complete a survey.
· The week before the pickup, set up a table in a high-traffic area of campus during class hours and offer a litterbag and bumper sticker to those who complete a survey.
· Organize a contest, and reward the individual or organization collecting the greatest number of surveys.

· Ask each survey participant to pick up one piece of litter that day or that week – if they can’t participate in the cleanup. Research shows if all Texans would put nine pieces of trash in a bag each month, Texas would be a litter-free state.

Please return this survey to your school’s Don’t Mess with Texas Campus Cleanup coordinator or mail to: 1717 W. 6th Street, Suite 400, Austin, TX 78703 –  Attention: Don’t Mess with Texas Program

( - - - - - - - - - - - -( - - - - - - - - - - - - --( - - - - - - - - - - - - -( - - - - - - - - - - (- - - - - - - - - - (- - - - - 
Don’t Mess with Texas Campus Cleanup Survey

Name:









Age:




School:




                           E-mail (optional):





1.) Current research shows Texans under age 25 are the worst litterers. Do you agree?
( Yes
( No

2.) Do you litter? ( Yes
   ( No


3.) Why or why not? 






4.) Did you (or will you) participate in the 2010 Don’t Mess with Texas Campus Cleanup? 

( Yes
( No 

5.) If you answered “no” to question 4, will you pick up one piece of litter this week and put it in the trash can? 

( Yes
( No 

6.) If you answered, “yes” to question 4, what motivates you to participate? (Please check only one.) 

( Pride in my campus

( Interest in environmental causes/activities

( Opportunity to meet and interact with other students on campus 

( Required philanthropic event because of school-related club (Greek, honor, sport team)

( Other 














7.) What do you think about litter on your campus and in your community? 















 

Please return this survey to your school’s Don’t Mess with Texas Campus Cleanup coordinator or mail to: 1717 W. 6th Street, Suite 400, Austin, TX 78703 –  Attention: Don’t Mess with Texas Program

( - - - - - - - - - - - -( - - - - - - - - - - - - --( - - - - - - - - - - - - -( - - - - - - - - - - (- - - - - - - - - - (- - - - - 

Don’t Mess with Texas Campus Cleanup Survey
Name:









Age:



School:




                           E-mail (optional):




1.) Current research shows Texans under age 25 are the worst litterers. Do you agree?
( Yes
( No

2.) Do you litter? ( Yes
   ( No


3.) Why or why not? 






4.) Did you (or will you) participate in the 2004 Don’t Mess with Texas Campus Cleanup? 

( Yes
( No 

5.) If you answered “no” to question 4, will you pick up one piece of litter this week and put it in the trash can? 

( Yes
( No 

6.) If you answered, “yes” to question 4, what motivates you to participate? (Please check only one.) 

( Pride in my campus

( Interest in environmental causes/activities

( Opportunity to meet and interact with other students on campus 

( Required philanthropic event because of school-related club (Greek, honor, sport team)

( Other 














7.) What do you think about litter on your campus and in your community? 

















Publicity IDEAS
All events have the potential to garner awareness and participation through aggressive publicity efforts. Here are some basic steps you can take to publicize your Campus Cleanup event.

· Campus Cleanup Posters: Posters can be downloaded from www.DontMessWithTexas.org. Place them on kiosks, outside classrooms, in administrative offices and on bulletin boards around campus to publicize the event. You can also give them to organizations (e.g., student council, sororities or fraternities) to post if necessary. Make sure you have permission to post information in public places. Please monitor the posters while they are up—you do not want them to become litter if they are hung improperly or moved by another posting.

· Campus Media: Send your school newspaper, radio station or TV station information about the event to include in their event listings or announcements.

· Classroom Presentations: Ask teachers if you can speak during their classes or leave messages on chalkboards before class to inform students about the event.

· Meeting Presentations: Ask organizational presidents if you can speak during their meetings to spread the word and gather volunteers. Try to speak to organizations that participate in service activities or have environmental interests. 

· List Servs: Use this option sparingly and be strategic with your e-mail lists. It is best to contact the president (or another appropriate contact) of applicable groups and let him/her decide if your message is something to send to the larger group.

MEDIA RELATIONS TIPS

One week before the event

Use the included media advisory and press release describing the who, what, when, where, why and how of your Campus Cleanup event. Distribute the advisory to media outlets (TV, radio, print) on your campus and in your city inviting them to cover your event. Reporters should receive the media advisory a week before the event and the press release the day of the event.

· Identify spokespeople for any interviews—both before and during the event. Make sure you also have the contact information for someone at your school who can talk about its litter problem.

· Give your spokespeople a copy of your news release and the litter fact sheet included in this tool kit. Make sure they’re informed and comfortable speaking about the cleanup activities.

Day of the event 

· Distribute the press release to media outlets.

· Bring copies of the news release to the cleanup.
· When reporters arrive, introduce them to your spokespeople, give them a news release and make sure they get all the information they need for their story.
After the event

· Notify Don’t Mess with Texas if you received media attention at your cleanup by contacting EnviroMedia at 512-476-4368. Ask to speak with the Don’t Mess with Texas Campus Cleanup Coordinator.
SAMPLE NEWS RELEASE 
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For Immediate Release




F
For Information Contact:

(Distribution date here)





(Name, Organization)










(Cell phone number)

(School Name) Students to Tackle Litter Problem During

State’s Annual Don’t Mess with Texas Campus Cleanup

Research shows college-age Texans are the most likely to litter

(YOUR CITY NAME) – More than (number) of (school name) students will be picking up litter on (date) as part of the annual Don’t Mess with Texas Campus Cleanup.

(School name) is one of many Texas colleges and universities participating in the event, which is a statewide cleanup event for the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) “Don’t Mess with Texas” litter prevention campaign.

Volunteers from (list student groups) will be cleaning (list areas) on (day). (Describe other event details here, such as cleanup duration, interesting/unusual activities.)

TxDOT established this event based on research showing Texans ages 16–24 are the state’s most frequent litterers. This habit is not only ugly, but expensive – it costs TxDOT millions in taxpayer dollars to pick up the nearly 1 billion pieces of litter discarded on Texas roadsides each year. (Any information about your school’s litter cleanup budget could go here.)

[Quote from school representative here. An example might be: “I was kind of embarrassed to know people my age are the main group trashing Texas highways,” said (name), (title) of (organization). “I think the Don’t Mess with Texas Campus Cleanup will make both our volunteers and the students who see us picking up more aware of how littering affects our area.”] 

“We are very happy (school name) is committed to litter prevention,” said TxDOT Travel Division Director Doris Howdeshell. “We hope volunteers end the day with a renewed sense of pride in their school and in Texas, and they spread the word that we all need to take ownership of our surroundings.”

###

Don’t Mess with Texas has been educating Texans about litter prevention since 1986. 

For more information, visit www.DontMessWithTexas.org.

SAMPLE MEDIA ALERT


MEDIA ALERT/





        
 
For Information Contact:

PHOTO OPPORTUNITY





(Name, Organization)

(Distribution date here) 





        
(Cell phone number)

(School) Volunteers to Remove Litter From (Area) 

During Don’t Mess with Texas Campus Cleanup 

Event is part of a statewide effort to raise 

college students’ awareness of litter problem

WHAT:
More than (number) (school name) students will be picking up litter on and around campus as part of the annual Don’t Mess with Texas Campus Cleanup.

(School name) is one of several Texas colleges and universities participating in the [day of the week] event, which is a statewide cleanup for the Texas Department of Transportation’s (TxDOT) “Don’t Mess with Texas” litter prevention campaign.

WHEN/:
(Date)

WHERE:



(First location and start time)     (Second location and start time)
Address



  Address

VISUALS:
(Description of what group is doing here so TV reporters and print photographers know this is an event that would provide compelling visuals. Include anything unusual. An example: “Volunteers will be picking up litter around dorms and other student housing areas and leaving large yard signs that say “Don’t Mess with Texas.”)  
WHY:
TxDOT established this event based on research showing Texans ages 16–24 are the state’s most frequent litterers. This habit is not only ugly, but expensive – it costs TxDOT millions in taxpayer dollars to pick up the nearly 1 billion pieces of litter discarded on Texas roadsides each year. (Any information about your school’s litter cleanup budget could go here.)

###

Don’t Mess with Texas has been educating Texans about litter prevention since 1986.

For more information, visit www.DontMessWithTexas.org
Pre-Event Checklist
Answering these questions will help you ensure you’ve made every effort to make your Campus Cleanup event a success.

Location: Who will secure and handle logistics?

· What area(s) will you be cleaning?

· Do you need permission or permits to clean this location?

· Is it safe for volunteers to clean this location?

Volunteers: Who will recruit and organize?

· What are your strategies to recruit volunteers?

· When and how will you notify volunteers of event logistics?

· When and where will volunteers meet the day of Campus Cleanup?

· Should volunteers wear a designated T-shirt or outfit?

· What else should volunteers be instructed to bring (gloves, water, signs, trash bags, sunscreen)?

· How will volunteers need to be organized to effectively clean the area?

Event Logistics: Who will handle these items?

· Who is the point person at the event? Will they review the safety tips with volunteers?

· What date will the event be held?

· What time will the cleanup begin and end?

· Are the date, time and meeting information clearly marked on the posters?

· Where will volunteers check in before the event?

· Are the posters being used to promote the event? 

· How many trash bags will you need?

· Where should volunteers put their filled trash bags for counting?

· Can you divide the litter for recycling? If so, how will this be handled?

· How will you dispose of the litter once it’s collected? (Remember: If you are cleaning an area on-campus, check with a school administrator as to how to dispose of your trash. If you are cleaning a public area, check with your local city waste management division.)

· Who will take photographs of the event? What kinds of pictures should they take?

· Who will be the designated spokespeople if media are present? Do these individuals have the information they need for media interviews?

DAY OF EVENT CHECKLIST
Use this checklist to ensure you are prepared with all necessary supplies.

· Trash bags

· Copy of permit to clean (if needed for your location)

· Extra gloves

· Don’t Mess with Texas promotional items (T-shirts, litterbags, bumper stickers and window decals)

· Giveaway items you designed (stickers, cups)

· Trash can for your registration/sign-in table

· Receptacle to recycle water bottles and/or for sorting recyclables from litter collected

· Water

· First aid kit

· Digital camera

· Copies of news release and litter fact sheet (optional)

Cleanup Safety Tips

Attire

· Volunteers should wear gloves to protect hands from sharp objects. Leather gloves are suggested.

· Long sleeves and pants are highly encouraged. This will protect against the sun and any poisonous plants or insects you might encounter.

· Only wear closed-toe, comfortable shoes. Leather shoes or boots with good soles are recommended.

Road Safety

· Only registered Adopt-a-Highway groups and TxDOT contractors can pick up litter on the roadsides of Texas highways.
· Do not stop or park vehicles on roadways.

· Carpool to pickup sites to reduce the number of vehicles that must be parked.

· Stay out of the street or roadway. Only cross the roadway when necessary.

· Always work facing traffic. Never turn your back to oncoming cars. If you can see an out-of-control vehicle coming your way, it might be possible to avoid danger.

· Never walk on guardrails.

· Do not lean over bridge railings.

Health Concerns

· Do not pick up anything that could be hazardous to your health. This includes needles, syringes, jagged glass, animal carcasses, urine bottles or heavy objects. 

· It’s a good idea to have a first aid kit available, and ideally one or two volunteers should be familiar with CPR and general first aid techniques in case of an emergency.

· Know the phone number and the driving route to the nearest hospital.

· Sunscreen and insect repellant are good items to keep on hand.

· Keep a list of any allergies that volunteers have in case of an emergency.

· Drinking water should be available to volunteers at all times.

LITTER FACT SHEET

Litter on Texas Roadways:

· The 2005 Visible Litter Study indicates that since 2001, litter accumulation has decreased by 33 percent on Texas roadways.  

· According to the 2005 Visible Litter Study, 827 million pieces of litter accumulate on Texas roadways annually. This is compared with 1.25 billion pieces in 2001.

· Litter accumulation decreased on all road types, but state highways saw the largest reduction, from about 333 million items in 2001 to just more than 170 million items in 2005.  

· In 2005, 172 million litter items accumulated on State Highways, 153 million on U.S. Highways and 72 million on Interstate Highways. 

Types of Litter on Texas Roadways:

· Cigarette butt litter, still the most commonly found litter item on Texas roadways, decreased 10 percent between 2001 and 2005.   

· Sixty-one percent of all litter is identifiable by brand name. The following were the most commonly found brands:

· Marlboro Light® (18 percent),

· Marlboro® (13 percent) and

· McDonalds® (3 percent).

· Tobacco-related products, food-related and nonalcoholic beverage items comprise 73 percent of all litter. 

· One-third (33 percent) was tobacco-related litter. Items in this category include cigarette butts, cigarette packs, snuff cans and chewing tobacco pouches.  

· More than one-fourth (29 percent) of all litter items were food-related. Items in this category range from fast food items (beverage cups, food napkins, condiment packs, fast food wraps) to candy wrappers.

· Eleven percent of all litter was nonalcoholic items including soft drink cans, soft drink bottles, straws and cup lids.

· The most common types of litter uncovered in the 2005 Visible Litter Study are outlined below.

Litter Category
Percentage of Litter

Tobacco (cigarette butts, packaging, snuff cans)

33%

Food packaging (food wrap, utensils)

29%

Nonalcoholic beverage cups and cans

11%

Construction/industrial (insulation, lumber)

8%

Printed goods (newspapers, lottery tickets)

8%

Alcoholic beverage containers

6%

Household/personal (cardboard, tissues)

4%

Automotive items (car parts, oil rags)

1%

From the 2005 Visible Litter Study conducted by NuStats for the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT). 

EVENT REPORTING FORM

The Texas Department of Transportation would like an accurate record of all 2010 Campus Cleanup results. Please complete the following information and fax it to us at 512-476-4392 or e-mail it to Christina Moss at cmoss@enviromedia.com. 

We’d love to hear any interesting stories from your event. Please also e-mail digital photos to us. We’ll be posting selected event photos at www.DontMessWithTexas.org. If you have articles from your campus newspaper, please mail them to EnviroMedia, attention: Christina Moss, 1717 W. 6th Street, Suite 400, Austin, Texas 78703.

Please complete:

Your Name:

Name of College/University/School:

Date of event:

Number of participants: 

Amount of trash collected (number of bags): 

Length of event: 

Names of organizations that participated:

Describe your school’s cleanup activities: 

Most unusual piece of trash collected: 

Description of any media coverage:

What surprised you about the event? 

How did you recruit participants for the event? 

What would you change about the structure of the event?

What is your overall opinion of the Don’t Mess with Texas Campus Cleanup?  Is it an effective event?  Why or why not?  Would you participate next year? 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

For additional information contact:

Don’t Mess with Texas Campus Cleanup Coordinator

c/o EnviroMedia

1717 W. 6th Street, Suite 400

Austin, TX 78703

Phone: 512-476-4368

Fax: 512-476-4392

For more information about the Don’t Mess with Texas Campaign and its programs, please visit www.DontMessWithTexas.org. 
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